
“Biological Diversity - Researching an endangered Canadian species”
2022-2023

Grade 9
                                                                                       C. Berard

CAPE - Centre for Academic and Personal Excellence 
  
201 5 Street SW 
Medicine Hat, AB 
T1A 4G7 
Tel: (403) 528-2983 
Fax: (403) 528-3048  
www.capeisgreat.org

Keynote on the Leatherback Sea Turtle - Classification

Keynote on the American Badger - Niche

Each student chose a Canadian species 
that was listed as a species at risk 
according to the Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in 
Canada. They were required to 
research their chosen species, 
specifically answering twenty 
questions provided by their teacher. 
They wrote a report about their species 
and then used the report to create a 
keynote presentation that they shared 
with their classmates (the keynote also 
had required elements based on a 
rubric). The final part of this project 
was to create a realistic drawing of 
their species, using pointillism to 
enhance the drawing with colour and 
different shades.
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Cougar Pencil Drawing

Orca PointillismLynx Pencil Drawing

Turtle Pointillism



Social 8 Integration within Core
2022-2023
Grade 8/9
P. Edey

The focus of the grade 8 social studies curriculum is exploring worldview.  Within this unit of 
study students look at the history of the Renaissance, interactions between the Spanish and the 
Aztec in Meso-America and the juxtaposition of isolationist Japan.

In the Renaissance component of study, the students look at how European cultures moved 
from beliefs and practices of the Middle Ages into the Renaissance beliefs of humanism, trade, 
science, mathematics and art movements.  In addition to these curricular outcomes, the 
students in grade 8/9 each chose a notable figure of the Renaissance times from scientists, 
mathematicians, writers, artists, religious figures and monarchs, to research the background , 
contributions of that individual  and the changes as a result of their work.  This research was 
then shared as an essay.  To go along with the writing portion, students learned how to take an 
image of a person, and recreate it using the guided drawing process.  Through this art project, 

students learned about how to 
look at an image and transcribe 
it onto paper themselves, 
keeping to scale and location of 
features, and shading 
techniques.
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Creativity

Work exceptionally 
unique, detailed and 
interesting. Explores 
several different options 
and takes many creative 
risks.

Work generally 
unique, detailed and 
interesting. Explores 
some different 
options and takes 
some creative risks.

Work somewhat 
unique, detailed or 
interesting. Shows 
some developing 
ideas but without a 
true sense of 
originality.

Work occasionally 
unique, detailed or 
interesting. Shows 
minimal risks taken. 
Similar to examples 
shown.

Work not unique, 
detailed or 
interesting and 
shows no original 
ideas or risks taken.

Elements & 
Principles

Exceptional 
understanding and 
application of the 
elements of art and 
principles of design.

Good understanding 
and application of the 
elements of art and 
principles of design.

Basic understanding 
and application of the 
elements of art and 
principles of design.

Minimal understanding 
or application of the 
elements of art or 
principles of design.

No understanding 
or applications of 
the elements of art 
or principles of 
design.

Craftsmanship

Work done with 
exceptional care and 
attention to detail and 
neatness.

Work done with good 
care and attention to 
detail and neatness.

Work done with basic 
care and attention to 
detail and neatness.

Work done with 
minimal care and 
attention to detail or 
neatness.

Work done with no 
care or attention to 
detail or neatness.

Understanding, 
Achievement & 

Completion

Exceptional 
understanding of project 
requirements. 
Assignment followed and 
work is all complete and 
consistent.

Good understanding 
of project 
requirements. 
Assignment followed 
and work is mostly 
complete and 
consistent.

Basic understanding 
of project 
requirements. 
Assignment followed 
and work is 
somewhat complete 
and consistent.

Minimal understanding 
of project requirements. 
Assignment generally 
followed, but work is 
incomplete or 
inconsistent.

Lack of 
understanding of 
project 
requirements. 
Assignment is not 
followed and work 
is incomplete or 
inconsistent.

Effort and 
Participation

Listens respectfully and 
works quietly, uses 
materials appropriately, 
gives best effort even if 
challenged

Listens respectfully 
and works quietly, 
uses materials 
appropriately, gives 
best effort until 
challenged, then gives 
some effort

Needs reminders to 
work quietly, needs 
reminders to use art 
materials 
appropriately, gives 
some effort but gives 
up if challenged

Distracts others, does 
not complete work, 
does not use materials 
appropriately, gives 
little to no effort

Distracts others, 
does not complete 
or do work, does 
not use materials 
appropriately

Project Rubric
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Art: students will 
- examine and simplify basic shapes and spaces;
- employ space, proportion and relationships for 
image making;
- experiment with value, light, atmosphere and colour 
selection to reflect mood in composition.

LA: students will 
- access information in a variety of oral, print and 
other media texts, such as interviews, mini lessons 
and documentaries;
-  integrate appropriate visual, print and/or other 
media to inform and engage the audience;
- revise to ensure effective introductions, 
consistent points of view, effective transitions between 
ideas and appropriate conclusions;
- revise to enhance effective transitions between 
ideas and maintain a consistent organizational 
pattern;
- revise to combine narration, description and 
exposition effectively.

Technology: students will
- use the internet ethically as a research tool;
- credit source material;
- read for applicable content;
- download or copy and paste text and images;
- use the iPad as a tool to build and format word 

documents, integrate images, data, and other types 
of information.
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