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Inclusion through -
Personalized %
Programming . /;.

By Teresa Di Ninno, CAPE Public Charter School

APE Public Charter School is a

Kindergarten to Grade 9 public

charter school in Medicine Hat,
Alberta. It opened its door in September
1994 as a private school and received its
charter in September 1995. Its mission is
to foster the development of academic and
personal skills through the provision of a
personalized, integrated program so that
cach child or student may achieve success
in the pursuit of personal and academic
goals, strive for personal excellence, become
an engaged thinker and ethical citizen with
an entrepreneurial spirit, an independent

learner and a world citizen.

The program is grounded in the belief

that each student presents with individual
academic and personal needs and is best
served through a personalized, integrated
program that is flexible, innovative and
responsive. Each student is supported by
school, parents and community. The school
creates a shared learning atmosphere for all
members to develop and maintain a student-
centred learning environment. Parents pro-
vide valuable perspectives and support for
their children. The community provides the

domain for opportunities and experiences
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high percentage of students with ’? ~

identified issues: mild-moderate, a

gifted, twice-exceptional, multiple

.\\‘=
which expand beyond the :
school, including leadership, =
collaboration, diversity and
resourcefulness.

CAPE tends to attract a

concerns, high-functioning autism, #

and a conglomerate of challenges. There ? ‘
: : 5 > o
is an increasing number of students who re- / /

quire emotional supports and/or overt social
skill development in addition to “school-
ing.” Other students, who do not present
with diagnosed concerns, still have unique
learning profiles. By acknowledging the in-
dividual learner profile, CAPE strives to pro-
vide the program best suited to each student.
This personalization is not only responsive
to cognitive, emotional and psychologi-
cal needs, but is also respectful of culture,
ethnicity, beliefs, family structure, and “the
personal story.” It is inclusive.

CAPE’s

evolved in response to identified needs with-

personalized program  has

in its population. In its current iteration,

CAPE’s program is grounded in research,

PERSONALIZED PROGRAM

is darta-driven, provides Individualized

Comfort Inn & Suites

10425 100 Avenue NW

Edmonton, Alberta T5J 0A3

Office: (780) 423-5611

Fax: (780) 425-9791

Toll Free: 1-888-384-6835

email: fd@comfortinnedmonton.com
www.comfortinnedmonton.com

For all your legal
education needs
please contact

Teresa, Haykouwsky

thaykowsky@mross.com
780.482.9247
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The goal is to demonstrate
one’s knowledge in multiple,
yet personal, ways.

Program Plans for every child and student,
benefits from the expertise of a full time
psychologist and external services, responds

quickly to student needs, and supports the

whole person.

Providing for each of these students requires
an increasing understanding of assessment pro-
cedures, recommended supports from research,
implementation, impacts on learning, track-

ing and reassessment. Qur collaborative team

The Great Canadian Barn
sl Dance Student Sleepover

AT TR 4TI ﬂmm Program & Dance Lessons

It is our goal that your students will leave The Bam Dance
Sleepover Program with:
* Enhanced dancing ability
* Greater cooperation/leadership skills
» Increased respect & knowledge of a Canadian tradition
* A desire to continue their pursuit of personal fitness

Our program correlates with Grade 6-8 physical education
curriculum

The GCBD PE Based Sleepover Program includes:

* Roast Beef Country Style Buffet  + Dance Lessons

« Canoeing * 1DJ Bam Dance

* Western Photo Booth * Spoits Field & Equipment

* Evening Snack + Camnpfire

« Breakfast * Overnight Lodging in the Bam

PLEASE CONTACT US WITH YOUR RESERVATION TO
SECURE YOUR DATES.

1-866-626-3407 barndance@gcbd.ca

website: www.gebd.ca
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in the heart of the Rockies t(e:ﬂml:i'\
2 Adventure

Activity options include: E. £ School

* Canoeing

* Rafting

» Kayaking

« Interpretive Programs

* Rock Climbing

* Hiking and Backpacking
* Mountain Bike Touring
* Wilderness First Aid

* Swift Water Rescue, Rope Rescue
* Summer School Options

» Corporate Retreats

* Rental Equipment

« Shuttle Service

» Instructor Certification Programs

Located in David Thompson Country, HeLa Ventures offers
curriculum based adventure education programs and retreats for
school groups, clubs and staff retreats. Our staff are professional
outdoor educators and are certified to lead all of our adventure

activities. Equip meals, transp and acc d
<an be provided with any of our programs.
Phone: 780-468-1492 or 403-845-4325 Hela
Fax: 780-440-2295 Outdoor A
helaventures@gmail.com Adventures
Rental & Shuttle Service Available 5
— == www.helaventures.com

A PR

approach is integral to our ability to support
our students. We strive to respond efficiently
and effectively. Our ability to respond and, as
one evaluator once said, “curn on a dime,” is
facilitated by our small size, school-based deci-
sion-making, capped classes and extensive use
of educational assistants.

Classes are capped at 18+/-1 for Kinder-
garten to Grade 3, at 22+/-1 for Grades 4 and
5, and at 24+/- 1 for Grades 6 to 9. This al-
lows greater time for personalized supports
and reasonable, responsive implementation of
accommodations and recommendations. Sup-
port from educational assistants allows for the
implementation of a greater variety of accom-
modations and recommendations in a timely
manner and for tracking effectiveness.

Our personalized program is a research-
based, data-driven, purposeful, collaborative
and cyclical process through which each stu-
dents program is developed, implemented,
monitored and re-evaluated to maximize the

achievement of personal goals.

Data collection

*  Assessment of student current competencies
and capacity. Assessment can be cognitive,
academic, social, emotional, behavioural
and/or sensory. Valid standardized assess-
ment tools are used to “drill down” as need-
ed. Assessments from outside services are
acquired as needed to gain understanding.

* Anecdotal and survey data are collected
from students, parents and teachers, past
student files, current classroom assess-
ments, standardized tests and current diag-
nostic assessment results.

* Individual learner profiles are developed.

CAPE Graduation Rate to
November 2016

CAPE Students Post High School
November 2016
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Time OfffWorked-College/  20%
University

Spring 2017 « The CASS Connection
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Development of an individual program

plan

» Teachers, support staff, administration,
school psychologist, parents, students and
community agencies collaborate in the
development of the Individual Program
Plan.

*  The Individual Program Plan and the indi-
vidual profile are used to establish effective

learning groups.

Implementation and tracking of

individual achievement

* Responsive re-assessment of student
competencies and capacity facilitate
modifications to the plan.

* The frequency of tracking and assess-
ment depends upon severity of student

needs and straregies implemented.

Examination of viable options as the

individual support plan evolves

* The Individual Program Plan is a living
document that evolves as the student

needs change.

Personalization for student success

Students have a voice and are empow-
ered to participate in the decision-making.
Parents are invited and expected to be active
partners in the student learning. Parents and
students participate in goal setting meetings
at the beginning of the year and in student-
parent-teacher conferences near the end of
each term. Class websites, blogs, planners,
e-mails, and face-to-face meetings keep par-
ents informed and involved.

Student assessment is also tailored to the
child/student. Assessment tools range from
whole class to individual, from hands-on to
formal tests, and take the form of individual or
group projects, presentations, demonstrations,
and art pieces or animations, to name only a
few. The goal is to demonstrate one’s knowledge
in multiple, yet personal, ways. Reporting of
student learning and achievement is focused on
the student. It provides traditional, numerical
achievement indicators and looks at movement
over time. The report includes reporting on cur-
riculum as well as academic objectives, using a
scale. An integral component of our reporting
process is the inclusion of Individual Program

Plan updates.

CAPE’s personalized program requires com-
mitment at multiple levels, Board of Directors,
administration, staff, parents and community.
It is financially taxing, requiring extremely care-
ful allocation of funds and resulting in extremely
tight budgets. The learning community strives
towards continuous improvement, investigating
innovative practices, reviewing the most current
research, establishing new parmerships. New
students joining our community bring new chal-
lenges and new learnings. However, facing these
challenges is validated when we look at the future

Success OF()UF students.

10032 81 Avenue
Edmonton AB T6E 1W8
Phone: (780) 432 0240
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EXHIBITIONS

Our students’ post-CAPE educational
efforts are tracked. Our students acquire
the personal and academic skills they need
to achieve success in the pursuit of per-
sonal and academic goals, strive for per-
sonal excellence, become engaged thinkers
and ethical citizens with an entrepreneur-
ial spirit, independent learners and world

citizens. B

Teresa Di Ninno is Superintendent of
CAPE Public Charter School, located in Medi-
cine Hat, Alberta.
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